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CONVENTION, 
ESTABLISHING THE WORLD ORGANIZATION 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
 

(Signed at Stockholm July 14, 1967 
and amended October 2, 1979) 

The Contracting Parties, wishing to contribute to better understanding 
and 
cooperation between states in the interests of their mutual benefit based on 
respect for sovereignty and equality, striving in order to encourage creative 
activities to promote the protection of intellectual property in the world, 
striving to modernize and make more efficient administration Unions formed 
in the field of industrial property protection and protection of literary and 
artistic works, with lots of respecting the independence of each of the Unions, 
have agreed as follows. 

Article 1 
Establishment of organization 

The same Convention is established by the World  Intellectual property 
organization. 

Article 2 
Definitions 

For the purposes of this Convention: 
(i) "Organization" means the World Intellectual Property 
Organization(WIPO); 
(ii) "International Bureau" means the International Bureau of intellectual 
property; 
(iii) "Paris Convention" means the Convention for the Protection of Industrial 
property signed on March 20, 1883, including any of its revised editions; 
(iv) "Berne Convention" means the Convention for the Protection of Literary 
and 
works of art, signed on September 9, 1886, including any of its revised 
editions; 
(v) "Paris Union" means the International Union constituted by the Paris 
Convention; 
(vi) "Berne Union" means the International Union formed by the Berne 
convention; 
(vii) "Unions" means the Paris Union, special Unions and special Agreements 
concluded in connection with this Union, the Berne Union, as well as any 
other international agreement designed to help protection of intellectual 



property, administration of which the Organization has assumed in 
accordance with Article 4 (iii); 
(viii) "intellectual property" includes rights relating to: 
 
- literary, artistic and scientific works, 
- performing activities of artists, sound recording, radio – and television 
broadcasts, 
- inventions in all areas of human activity, 
- scientific discoveries, 
- industrial designs, 
- trademarks, service marks, company names and commercial designations, 
- protection against unfair competition, as well as all other rights relateting to 
intellectual activities in industrial, scientific, literary and artistic fields. 

Article 3 
Organization goals 

The organization has goals: 
(i) to promote the protection of intellectual property worldwide through 
cooperation between States and, as appropriate, in interaction with any other 
international organization; 
(ii) ensure the administrative cooperation of the Unions. 

Article 4 
Functions 

To achieve the objectives set out in Article 3, the Organization, through its 
relevant bodies and, respecting the competence of each of the Unions: 
(i) promotes the development of measures designed to improve protection of 
intellectual property worldwide and to harmonize national legislation in this 
area; 
(ii) performs the administrative functions of the Paris Union, special Unions 
which is  formed in connection with this Union and the Berne Union; 
(iii) may agree to take over the administration of the implementation of any 
other international agreement designed to promote the protection of 
intellectual property, or participate in such administration; 
(iv) promotes the conclusion of international agreements designed to promote 
the protection of intellectual property; 
(v) offers its cooperation to states requesting legal technical assistance in the 
field of intellectual property; 
(vi) collects and disseminates information relating to the protection of 
intellectual property, conducts and encourages research in this area and 
publishes the results of such research; 
(vii) provide services to facilitate international protection intellectual property 
and, as appropriate, carries out registration in this area, and also publishes 
information regarding this registration; 
(viii) take any other appropriate action. 

Article 5. 
Membership 



(1) Any state that is a member of any of the Unions as they defined in Article 
2 (vii), may become a Member of the Organization. 
(2) Any state that is not being a member of any of the Unions, provided that: 
(i) it is a member of the United Nation Organization, any of specialized 
institution affiliated with the  United Nation Organization, or the 
International Atomic Energy Agency, or is a party to the statute of the 
International Court of Justice; or 
(ii) it is invited by the General Assembly to become a party to this 
Convention. 

Article 6. 
General Assembly 

(1) (a) A General Assembly is established, composed of the States Parties of 
this Convention which are members of any of the Unions. 
(b) The government of each state is represented by one delegate, which may 
have deputies, advisers and experts. 
(c) The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which 
has appointed it. 
(2) The General Assembly: 
(i) appoints the Director General upon the nomination of the Coordinating 
committee; 
(ii) review and approve the reports of the Director General, concerning the 
Organization, and give him all the necessary instructions; 
(iii) reviews and claims reports and approves activities of the Coordinating 
Committee and gives him instructions; 
(iv) adopts a biennial budget for expenditures common to the Unions; 
(v) approves the activities proposed by the General Director, concerning the 
administration for the implementation of international agreements, provided 
for in Article 4 (iii); 
(vi) adopts the financial regulations of the Organization; 
(vii) determine the working languages of the Secretariat, taking into account 
the practice of the United Nation Organization; 
(viii) invite the states provided for in Article 5 (2) (ii) to become the parties to 
this Convention; 
(ix) determines which non-member states Organizations, and which 
intergovernmental or international, non-governmental organizations may be 
admitted to its meetings as observers; 
(x) perform other appropriate functions under this Convention. 
(3) (a) Each state, whether or not it is a member of one or more Unions, has 
one vote in the General Assembly. 
(b) Half of the member states of the General Assembly shall constitute a 
quorum. 
(c) Not looking for the provisions of subparagraph (b), if at any session the 
number of states represented is less than half, but equal or more than one  of 
the Member States of the General Assembly, it may get decisions; however, all 
decisions of the General Assembly, for excluding decisions relating to its own 
rules of procedure, come into with the following conditions. The International 



bureau guides the mentioned decisions of the  Member states of the General 
Assembly which have not submitted, and invites them to report in writing 
within the term of three months, counting from the date of sending decisions, 
whether they vote for these decisions, against them or abstain. If after this 
period the number of states that have  voted or reported of which they 
abstained, will reach the amount and was lacking for reaching a quorum at the 
session itself, such decisions enter into 
force, provided that the required majority remains at the same time. 
(d) Subject to the following provisions of subparagraphs (e) and 
(f) The General Assembly adopts its decisions by a two-thirds majority of the 
votes cast. 
(e) For approvement of  activities concerning the administration of the 
implementation of international agreements provided  in Article (4) (iii), and 
requires the three-fourths majority of the votes cast. 
(f) For approvement of the agreement with the United Nation Organization in 
accordance with the provisions of Articles 57 and 63 of the section of the 
United Nation Organization  require majority of nine-tenths of the votes cast. 
(g) For the appointment of the General Director (paragraph (2) (i)), approval 
proposed actions by the General Director regarding the administrations for 
the implementation of international agreements (paragraph (2) (v)) and 
relocation of headquarters (Article 10) the majority of necessary votes should 
be achieved not only in the General Assembly, also in the Assembly of the 
Paris union and the Assembly of the Berne union. 
(h) Abstentions will not be counted. 
(i) A delegate may only represent one State and vote only from his name. 
(4) (a) The General Assembly shall meet in ordinary session each second 
calendar year upon convocation of the General Director. 
(b) The General Assembly shall meet in extraordinary session to be called by 
the General Director at the request of the Coordination Committee or the 
requirement of one quarter of the Member States of the General Assembly. 
(c) Sessions are held at the headquarters of the Organization. 
(5) Non-Member states parties to this Convention of any of the Unions, are 
admitted to meetings of the General Assembly as observers. 
(6) The General Assembly adopts its own Rules of Procedure. 

Article 7 
Conference 

(1) (a) A Conference consisting of the States Parties is established of this 
Convention, not regarding of whether they are members of any Unions or not. 
(b) The government of each state is represented by one delegate, which may 
have deputies, advisers and experts. 
(c) The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which 
has appointed it. 
(2) Conference: 
(i) discusses issues of common interest in the field of intellectual property, and 
can make recommendations on such issues taking into account the 
competence and independence of the Unions: 



(ii) adopts the biennial budget of the Conference; 
(iii) adopt, within the limits of the budget of the Conference, a biennial 
program legal and technical assistance; 
(iv) adopts amendments to this Convention in the manner prescribed by 
article 17; 
(v) determine states which are not members of the Organization, and what 
intergovernmental and international, non-governmental organizations may be 
admitted to its meetings in as observers; 
(vi) perform other appropriate functions under this Convention. 
(3) (a) Each Member state has one vote in the Conference. 
(b) One third of the Member States shall constitute a quorum. 
(c) Subject to the provisions of Article 17, the Conference shall take decisions 
by  two-thirds majority of the votes cast. 
(d) The amount of contributions by States Parties to this Convention, not 
members of any of the Unions, determined by voting, in which only delegates 
of the mentioned states are entitled to participate. 
(e) Abstentions will not be counted. 
(f) A delegate may only represent one State and vote only from his name. 
(4) (a) The Conference shall meet in ordinary session to convene the General 
Directors at the same time and in the same place as the General Assembly. 
(b) The Conference shall meet in exceeding session convened by the General 
Director at the request of the majority of the Member States. 
(5) The Conference shall adopt its own rules of procedure. 

Article 8 
Coordination Committee 

(1) (a) The established Coordinating committee is composed of states -parties 
to this Convention which are members of the Executive committee of the Paris 
union, or the Executive committee of the Berne union, or both of these 
Executive committees. However, if any of the Executive committees are 
composed of more than one four of the numbers member countries of the 
Assembly of which elected them, then such an Executive committee appoints 
from its member states that will be members of the Coordination committee, 
so their number is not exceeded one four mentioned above; it is obvious that 
the country on whose territory the Organization has its headquarters is not 
included in the count when determining the noted one quarter. 
(b) The government of each member state of the Coordination  committee 
represented therein by one delegate, who may have alternates, 
advisors and experts. 
(c) When the Coordination committee considers either matters directly related 
to the program or budget of the Conference and its agenda or proposals to 
amend the Convention, affecting the rights or obligations of state parties to 
this  Convention which are not members of any of the Unions, one four of 
such states participates in the meetings of the Coordination committee with 
the same rights, as well as members of the Committee. Conference elects at 
each of its regular sessions, states to participate in such meetings. 



(d) The expenses of each delegation shall be borne by the Government which 
has appointed it. 
 
 
(2) If other Unions administered by the Organization, wish to be represented 
as such on the Coordinating Committee, their representatives should be 
appointed  among the Member states of the Coordination Committee. 
(3) Coordination committee: 
(i) advises the organs of the Unions, the General Assembly, the Conference 
and 
to the General Director for all administrative, financial and other matters of 
common interest  for two or more Unions, or one or more of the Unions and 
the Organization, in particular on the budget of expenditures, common for the 
Unions; 
(ii) prepares a business day for the General Assembly; 
(iii) prepares a business day as well as business programs and the budget of the 
Conference; 
(iv) excluded; 
(v) Till the expiration of the term of authority of the General Director or when 
the post General Director becomes vacant, nominates a candidate for his 
appointment to this post by the General Assembly; if the General Assembly 
will not nominate this candidate, the Coordination committee submits another 
candidate; this procedure is repeated until the candidate will not be appointed 
by the General Assembly; 
(vi) if the post of General Director becomes vacant between two sessions of 
the General Assembly, appoints the acting General Director for the period of 
time until the new General Director; 
(vii) perform all other functions assigned to it in accordance with this 
Convention. 
(4) (a) The General committee shall meet in ordinary session once every 
year upon convocation of the General Director. As a rule, the Committee 
meets at the headquarters of the Organization. 
(b) The Coordination committee meets in extraordinary session, convened by 
the General Director or on his own initiative, either at the request of the 
President or at the request of one quarter of the members of the Coordination 
committee. 
(5) (a) Each state, whether or not it is a member of one or both of the 
Executive committees referred to in paragraph (1) (a), has one vote in the 
General Committee. 
(b) Half of the members of the General committee shall constitute a quorum. 
(c) A delegate may only represent one state and vote only from his name. 
(6) (a) The Coordination committee expresses its opinion and makes decisions 
by a simple majority of the votes cast. Abstentions not counted accepted. 
(b) Even if a simple majority is achieved, any member of the Coordinating 
committee may  immediately after voting, request that a special vote count be 
carried out as follows: 



two separate lists are drawn up with respective names of the member countries 
of the Executive committee of the Paris union and the Executive committee of 
the Berne union; the voice of each state fits against its name in each list where 
it appears. If this special count shows that a simple majority is not achieved in 
each of these lists, the considered offer is not accepted. 
(7) Any Member State of the Organization which is not a member of the  
Coordination committee, may be represented at meetings of the Committee by 
observers with the right to participate in the discussion, but without the right 
to vote. 
(8) The General committee adopts its own rules procedures. 

Article 9. 
International Bureau 

(1) The International bureau is the Secretariat of the Organization. 
(2) The International bureau is headed by a General Director who has two or 
more Deputy of General Directors. 
(3) The General Director is appointed for a specified term lasting at least 6 
years. He may be reappointed for certain terms. The time of the initial 
appointment and 
possible subsequent appointments, as well as all other conditions of 
appointment 
determined by the General assembly. 
(4) (a) The General Director is the chief of the Executive Organizations. 
(b) He represents the Organization. 
(c) He reports and implements the General Assembly directives concerning the 
internal and external affairs of the Organization. 
(5) The General Director prepares draft budgets and programs, and also 
periodic activity reports. He transfers them to governments of the interested 
states, as well as the competent authorities of the Unions and Organizations. 
(6) The General Director and any member staff designated by him, participate 
without the right to vote in all meetings of the General Assembly, Conference, 
Coordination committee and any other committee or working group. General 
Director or his designated staff member is “ex officio” secretary of these 
bodies. 
(7) The General Director shall appoint the staffs, necessary for effective 
performance of the tasks of the International bureau. He appoints the Deputy 
of General Directors after approval by the Coordination committee. The 
terms of appointment are determined by the regulations on staffs, approved by 
the Coordination committee on the proposal of the General Directors. The 
most important factor in recruiting and determining the conditions of service 
is the need to ensure high level of efficiency, competence and 
conscientiousness. Due 
attention is paid to the importance of recruiting staffsl to the widest possible 
geographical basis. 
(8) The nature of the duties of the General Director and staff is exclusively 
international. In the performance of their duties, they shouldn’t  request or 
receive instructions from any government or authority outside the 



Organization. They should refrain from any action that might question their 
position as international officials. Each member state undertakes to respect 
the exclusively international character, responsibilities of the General Director 
and staff and not try to influence them in the performance of their duties. 

Article 10. 
Headquarters 

(1) The headquarters of the Organization is located in Geneva. 
(2) The decision to postpone it may be taken by the General Assembly as it is 
provided in Article 6 (3) (d) and (g). 

Article 11. 
Finance 

(1) The organization has two separate budgets: a budget for the expenses, 
common for Unions, and the budget of the Conference. 
(2) (a) The budget for expenses,  common for the Unions, shall provide for 
expenses of interest to several Unions. 
(b) This budget is financed from the following sources: 
(i) the contributions of the Unions, the contribution of each Union which is  
being determined by the Assembly of that Union, taking into account the 
proportion of the total costs which is produced in the interests of this Union; 
(ii) payments for services rendered by the International bureau not directly 
relating to any of the Unions, nor to the provision of the International bureau 
of legal and technical assistance; 
 
(iii) proceeds from the sale of publications of the International bureau, not 
directly attributable to any of the Unions, or proceeds from transfer of rights 
to such publications; 
(iv) gifts, bequests and grants to the Organization, for except as provided in 
paragraph (3) (b) (iv); 
(v) rent, interest and other miscellaneous income of the Organization. 
(3) (a) The budget of the Conference includes the costs of the sessions, 
Conferences and for the implementation of the legal and technical assistance 
program. 
(b) This budget is financed from the following sources: 
(i) contributions from States Sides to this Convention which are not members 
of any of the Unions; 
(ii) the contributions of the Unions to this budget, with the contribution of 
each Union is determined by the Assembly of that Union and any Union may 
refrain from deductions to the said budget; 
(iii) funds received for services rendered by the International bureau in 
the area of legal and technical assistance; 
(iv) gifts, bequests and grants to the Organization for purposes, 
provided for in subparagraph (a). 
(4) (a) To determine its contribution to the budget of the Conference, each 
 State side to this Convention which is not a member of any  Unions, belongs 
to a certain class and pays its annual fee based on the number of units 
established as follows: 



Class A ____________ 10 
Class B ____________ 3 
Class C ____________ 1 
(b) Each of the same state, concurrently taking action, provided for in Article 
14 (1), indicates the class to which it wishes to be referred. Any such state can 
change the class. If the state chooses a lower class, it must declare this at the 
next session 
Conferences. Any such change takes effect from the beginning of the calendar 
year following the session. 
(c) The annual contribution of each  state shall be equal to the amount 
attributable to  the total amount of contributions due to the budget of the 
Conference of all such 
states, how the number of its units relates to the total number of units of all 
the states mentioned. 
(d) Contributions are due from January 1st of each year. 
(e) If the budget is not adopted before the start of the new financial period, 
then, in accordance with the financial regulations, a budget at the level the 
previous year. 
(5) Any State side to this Convention which is not a member of of any of the 
Unions, which is in arrears in payment financial contributions provided for in 
this article, as well as any state side to this Convention that is a member of any 
of 
Unions which are in arrears in the payment of their contributions to any of 
Unions, loses the right to vote in the bodies of the Organization, members of 
which it is, if the amount of his debt is equal  or exceeds the amount the 
contributions due from it for the previous two full years. However, any of 
these bodies may authorize such a state to exercise the right vote, if and as 
long as he is convinced that the delay in payment occurred when exceptional 
and unavoidable circumstances. 
(6) The amount of payments due for the provided by the International legal 
and technical assistance service bureau, established by the General Director 
and reported to the Coordination Committee. 
(7) The organization, with the approval of the Coordination Committee, may 
receive gifts, bequests and grants directly from the governments, public and 
private organizations, associations or individuals. 
(8) (a) The organization has a working capital fund which is composed of one-
time payment made by the Unions and each state - sides 
of this Convention, which is not a member of any of the Unions. If a 
the working capital fund becomes insufficient, the issue of its 
increase. 
(b) The amount of the single  payment of each Union and its possible 
participation in the increase of the  fund is determined by the Assembly of the 
Union. 
(c) The amount of a single payment by each state sides  to this 
Convention, which is not a member of any of the Unions, and its percentage 
in any 



Increasing fund is proportional to the annual contribution of this state for that 
 year in which the fund was formed or a decision was made to increase it. This 
proportion and terms of payment are established bythe suggestion of the 
General 
Director in  the Conference after it has heard the opinion of Coordination 
Committee. 
(9) (a) In the headquarters agreement with the state, the territory of which the 
Organization has its headquarters, it is provided that in cases where the 
working capital turns out to be insufficient, such a state provides advances. 
The amounts of these advances and the conditions under which they are 
provided, in each case are subject to a special agreement between such the 
state and the Organization. As long as such a state is a party is bound by the 
obligation to provide advances, it has one place ex officio in Coordinating 
committee. 
(b) Both the State referred to in subparagraph (a) and the organization has the 
right to denounce by written notification commitment to provide advances. 
Denunciation takes effect on three years after the end of the year in which the 
notification was made. 
(10) The accounts are audited by one or more states - 
members or external auditors, as provided for in the financial regulations. 
They are appointed with their consent by the General Assembly 

Article 12. 
Legal capacity; privileges and immunities 

(1) The organization uses members on the territory of each state in accordance 
with the laws of that state with such legal capacity, which is necessary for the 
achievement of the objectives of the Organization and the implementation of 
its functions. 
(2) Organization conclude agrements on headquarters with the Swedish 
Confederation and with any other state in which the headquarters may 
subsequently be located. 
(3) The Organization may conclude bilateral or multilateral agreements with 
other member states for providing the Organization, its officials and 
representatives of all of the Member States such privileges and immunities as 
may be necessary to achieve its goals and functions. 
(4) The General Director can take negotiation  after approval the 
Coordination Committee concludes and signs on behalf of the Organization 
agreements referred to in paragraphs (2) and (3). 

Article 13. 
Relations with other organizations 

(1) The organization, if appropriate, establishes a working relationship and 
collaborates with other intergovernmental organizations. Any general 
agreement on this, reached with such organizations, is concluded by the 
General Director after approval of the Coordination Committee. 
(2) The organization may, on matters of its competence, conduct a relevant 
arrangements for consultation and cooperation with international non-
governmental organizations, as well as with the consent interested 



governments with national organizations, governmental or non-governmental. 
Such events are held by the General Director after approval by the 
Coordination Committee. 

Article 14. 
Signature, ratification of the Convention and 

joining it 
(1) The states referring to an article 5 may become parties to this  Convention 
and member of the Organization by: 
(i) signing the Convention without reservation of ratification; 
(ii) signature subject to ratification, followed by deposit of the instrument of 
ratification; or 
(iii) the deposit of the act of accession. 
(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Convention, a state - party to 
the Paris Convention, the Berne Convention, or both may become a party to 
this Convention only if it simultaneously ratifies or accedes to or if it has 
already ratified or joined by: 
- either to the Stockholm Act of the Paris Convention as a whole or only with 
the exemption provided for its article 20 (1) (b) (i); 
- either to the Stockholm Act of the Berne Convention as a whole or only with 
the exemption provided for in its article 28 (1) (b) (i). 
(3) Instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited with the General 
Director. 

Article 15. 
Entry into force of the Convention 

(1) This Convention shall enter into force in  three months after ten member 
states of the Paris Union and seven member states of the Berne Union have 
taken the action provided for in Article 14 (1); 
It can be realized that if a state is a member of both Unions, it will count in 
both groups. On the same date, the Convention enters into force also in 
relation to states which is  being not members of any of the two Unions have 
taken the action provided for in Article 14 (1) not too later than three months 
before that date. 
(2) With respect to any other state, this Convention enters into 
 force three months after the date on which such state took actions provided 
for in Article 14 (1). 

Article 16 
Reservations 

No reservations may be made to this Convention. 
Article 17. 

Amendments 
(1) Proposals for amendments to this Convention may be made on the 
initiative of any member state of the Organization, on the initiative of the 
Coordination Committee or General Director. Such proposals sent by the 
General Director to the member states of the Organization at least six months 
prior to consideration by the Conference. 



(2) Amendments are adopted by the Conference. When the adoption of the 
amendment could affect the rights and obligations of states parties to this 
Convention, without members of any of the Unions, such states also 
participate in 
voting. All other proposed amendments are voted  only by states parties to 
this Convention that are members of any Unions. Amendments are adopted 
by a simple majority provided that the Conference votes only on such 
proposals for amendments previously adopted by the Paris Assembly Union 
and the Assembly of the Berne Union in accordance with the rules applied in 
each of them in relation to the adoption of amendments to the administrative 
provisions of their respective conventions. 
(3) Any amendment shall enter into force one month after the written 
notification of its acceptance, carried out in accordance with constitutional 
procedure of each state, obtained by the General Director from three quarters 
of the member states of the Organization with the right to vote on the 
amendment proposal under paragraph (2) during the adoption of this 
amendment by the Conference. Also adopted mandatory amendments  for all 
states that are members of the Organization at that 
time when the amendment enters into force or who become its members after 
that date, provided that any amendment increasing the financial of the 
obligation of the member states is binding only for those states that have 
notified their acceptance of such an amendment. 

Article 18. 
Denunciation 

(1) Any member state may denounce this Convention by notification 
addressed to the General Director. 
(2) Denunciation starts activities six months after the date receipt of such 
notification by the General Director. 

Article 19 
Notifications 

The General Director  shall notify the governments of all member states: 
(i) the date on which this Convention enters into force; 
(ii) the signatures or deposits of ratifications or instruments of accession; 
(iii) the acceptance of any amendment to this Convention and the date on 
which 
such amendment shall enter into force; 
(iv) denunciations of this Convention. 
                                                        Article 20 

Final provisions 
(1) (a) This Convention is signed in a single copy in English, French, Russian 
and Spanish, with each text is equally authentic and is deposited with the 
Swedish Government. 
(b) This Convention shall remain open for signature at Stockholm until 13 
January 
1968 year. 



(2) The texts of official translations will be developed by the General Director, 
after consultation with the concerned Governments, in  German, Italian and 
Portuguese and such other languages as to be determined by the Conference. 
(3) The General Director sends two certified duty copies of this Convention 
and each amendment adopted by the Conference, the governments of the 
member states of the Paris or Berne Unions, the government of each state 
when it joins to this Convention, as well as to the request of the government of 
any other state. Copies of the signed text of the Convention, sent governments 
are certified by the Government of Sweden. 
(4) The General Director shall register this Convention with United Nations 
Secretariat. 

Article 21 
Transitional provisions 

(1) Prior to the assumption of the office of the first General Director, 
references in 
this Convention to the International Bureau or to the General Director  are 
considered to be references to the Joint International Protection Bureaux 
industrial, literary and artistic property (called also the Joint International 
Bureaux for the Protection of Intellectual property (BIRPI)), or to their 
Director, respectively. 
(2) (a) States which are members of any of the Unions but are not become 
parties to this Convention, may within five years from the date of entry into 
force of this Convention, if they  wish to use the same rights and if they were 
parties to this 
Convention. Any state wishing to use such rights, notifies by the General 
Director in writing; such the notification is effective from the date it was 
received. Such states are considered members of the General Assembly and the 
Conference until the expiration of the mentioned period. 
(b) After the expiration of this five-year period, such states shall lose voting 
rights in the General Assembly, Conference and Coordination committee. 
(c) By becoming parties to this Convention, such states shall again receive 
voting right. 
(3) (a) As long as there are member states of the Paris or Berne unions that 
have not yet become parties to this Conventions, the International Bureau and 
the General Director operates also as the United International Bureau for 
Industrial Protection, literary and artistic property and their Director, 
respectively. 
(b) Personnel employed by the designated Bureaux as the date of entry into 
force of this of the Convention, during the transitional period referring to in 
subparagraph (a), is also considered to be employed at the International 
Bureau. 
(4) (a) As soon as all member states of the Paris Union become members of 
the Organization, the rights, duties and property of the Bureau of this Union 
transferred to the International Bureau of the Organization. 



(b) As soon as all member states of the Berne Union become members  of the 
organizations, rights, duties and property of the Bureau of this Union shall 
pass to the International Bureau of the Organization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


